
    
 

FEDERAL AGENCY NEGATIVE DETERMINATION OUTLINE 
 

This document is an outline for Federal agencies to use when 
making a Negative Determination under the Coastal Zone 
Management Act, Section 307. 
 
 Coastal Zone Management Act (CZMA) Negative Determination 
 
If the Federal agency determines that an activity is not 
reasonably likely to have coastal effects, the Federal agency 
may have to provide the state agency a Negative Determination at 
least 90 days prior to final approval. (15 C.F.R. § 930.35). 
 
 
Ms. Ellie Irons 
Department of Environmental Quality 
Virginia Coastal Program, Room 631 
629 East Main Street 
Richmond, Virginia 23219 
 
SUBJECT: FEDERAL AGENCY NEGATIVE CONSISTENCY DETERMINATION FOR 
[SPECIFY]  
 
Dear Ms. Irons:  
 
Pursuant to Section 307 of the Coastal Zone Management Act, 16 
U.S.C. § 1456, as amended, its implementing regulations at 15 
C.F.R. §930.35, the [Federal agency] is providing the 
commonwealth of Virginia notification of its Negative 
Determination for subject [activity][development project].   
 
Description of proposed Federal agency activity:  
 
[Describe the Federal agency activity or reference relevant 
pages of enclosed NEPA document].  
 
The [Federal agency name] has determined that the [proposed 
activity or development project] is not reasonably likely to 
adversely impact the land or water uses or natural resources of 
the Commonwealth of Virginia’s coastal zone.   
 
[Provide basis for the Federal agency’s determination that the 
proposed activity will not reasonably affect a coastal use or 
resource. 15 C.F.R. § 930.35(b).] 
 



 
Notification of this determination is provided because the 
proposed Federal activity meets one or more of the following 
criteria:  

 
It has been identified by a state agency on its list of 
activities expected to affect coastal uses or resources, or 
through a case-by-case monitoring of unlisted activities 
(15 C.F.R. § 930.35(a)(1)); 
 
It is the same or similar to activities for which the 
[Federal agency] has prepared consistency determinations in 
the past (15 C.F.R. § 930.35(a)(2)); or  
 
It is one which the Federal agency undertook a “thorough 
consistency assessment” and “developed initial findings on 
the coastal effects of the activity (15 C.F.R. § 
930.35(a)(3)). 
 

Pursuant to 15 C.F.R. § 930.35, the Virginia Coastal Resources 
Management Program has 60 days from receipt of this letter in 
which to concur with or object to this Negative Determination, 
or to request an extension, in writing, under 15 C.F.R. § 
930.41(b).  Virginia’s concurrence will be presumed if its 
response is not received by the [Federal agency] on the 60th day 
from receipt of this determination.  The state’s response should 
be sent to:  
 
[Provide Federal agency contact information]. 
 
 
        Signature 
        Title 
        Authority 
 
 
Encl:  
[DRAFT EA/EIS] 
[Other Supporting Data/Information] 
 
Copy to:  
 
 
 


